DEACON BRODIE

delightful letter which he wrote to one of his fellow-magis-
trates, complaining of the excessive growth of his nails, due to
his being debarred the use of a knife, and asking the councillor
to visit him thereanent. "You'll be sure to find me at home,
and all hours are equally convenient." As apart from the
evidence of Brown there was no direct proof of the charge, the
Lord Advocate decided to accept Ainslie as King's evidence,
and proceed only against Brodie and Smith. So on nth
August an indictment was duly served upon them, the trial to
take place on the iyth. Smith proposed to plead Guilty, but
was dissuaded from doing so by the advice of his law agent.

XII
On Wednesday, zyth August 1788, at nine o'clock in the
morning, this historic trial began. So great was the public
interest in the proceedings that a detachment of the yth
Regiment of Foot from the Castle occupied the Parliament
Close. The prisoners were "conveyed in chairs'* from the
Tolbooth to the Court, escorted by the City Guard. "Mr.
Brodie was genteelly dressed in a new dark-blue coat, a
fashionable fancy waistcoat, black satin breeches, and white
silk stockings, a cocked hat, and had his hair fully dressed and
powdered." His brave appearance was in marked contrast to
that of his companion in misfortune, who was "but poorly
clothed/' On the Bench sat the Lord Justice-Clerk, the great
Braxfield himself, with Lords Hailes, Eskgrove, Stonefield, and
Swinton. The Lord Advocate,, Hay Campbell; the Solicitor-
General, Robert Dundas; and two Advocates-Depute,
appeared for the Crown. Brodie was defended by the Dean
of Faculty, Henry Erskine; Alexander Wight; and Charles
Hay, afterwards Lord Newton. John Clerk, afterwards Lord
Eldin, and Robert Hamilton were counsel for Smith. Such a
galaxy of legal luminaries is seldom met with in a single case.
The indictment being read, both pannels (prisoners) pleaded
Not Guilty; a jury, which included Creech, the publisher, arxd
the respective founders of Fettes College and of Donaldson's
Hospital, was empanelled, and the trial proceeded. As he
gazed about the crowded Court the Deacon must surely
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